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government is strong here in the Dis-
trict,” said Mr. Worthington, “even
though the most absolute despotism, 80
fur as taxation is concerned, in the
world exista here.” e pointed out thrfl
the people of the District, through their
vivic organizations. endeavored to ob-
taln recognition of their desires. He
argued that the District government
gave in a measure =some Tepresentation
to the citizens.

Representative (ooper enumerated
tne various services performed by the
Iristrict government, such as fire and
police protection, care of streets, elc.,
in the benefit= of which the rfederal
government might be said to share,
and asked if the appropriations from
the federal Treasury should be con-
fined merely to these,

Mr. Worthington replied that they
should not, and went on to sliow how
the city had been bLuilt upon Mag-
nificent lines and how its very extent

added ro all the expenses of the Ins-
trict government,

“You have had it demonstrated to
you,” he said, “that Congress i3 rais-
mg by taxation as= much money from
the residents of the District is
raised from the citizens of other places

aE

similar to Washington for municipal
sovernment.”
He said that if that was the case it

was clear that either the expenses of
the District were just double those of
other cities having the population of
Washington, and that therefore it was
I8CESSATY the federal zovernment
should contribute doliur for dellar for
the District government, or that Con-
=zress had been so extravagant that it
paid twice as much for municipal ex-
penses here as 1s pald in other cities.
“Of course, it is not true that Con-
cress has been so extravagant,” he said,
and it remaifs that the first conten-
tion must be true.”

Asks About Own Plan.

senator Works, during the course of Mr.
Worthingten's argument. reverted to his
vwwn idea that the District govermment
ehonld be abolished and that a bureau
vontrol should be installed for the people
here. He asked Mr. Worthungton what
ohjection 78 there to the plan of having
the Instrict rafse its taxes, place them
the Treasury, and the United States
ehould assume entire responsibility.
“You have to take care of municipal
affairs with some sort of municipal
zovernment,” replied Mr, Worthington,
and I do not see how Washington
vould be governed by bureau. Then
You cannot get away from the fact that
Vvou must have some men or men Lo in-
form Congress of the affairs of the Dis-
trict, how the money is spent and how
t should bhe spent. Then, again, we
fear that the opponents of the half-
and-half plan will fix upon the District
an arrangement whereby the expendi-
tures would be entirely met by the
taxpayers of the District, leaving the
T'nited States nothing to pay at all
We want the nrotection of the half-
and-half plan. We see developments
tn Congress that would ruin us finan-
clally.”

Asked About Protection.

the half-and-half plan
protect vou?™' Senator Saulsbury asked.

“It protects us,” repliel Mr. Worth-
ington, “in the way expressed by Sen-
#tor Blair Lee, that for every dollar
raised by the District the United States
must pay a dollar that bites. I would
add to that, also, that Senator Lee, in
making this assertion, also added that
ke had heard an eminent Kentucky
congressman Tremark that Congress
cares no more for the protests of civic
#ssociations in the Distriet of Colum-
bia than for the barking of a dog In
the back yard"™

“That is a severe accusation against
ongress,” interposed Senator Works,
“and T must say I do not believe there
is any hostile dispesition toward the
District; that Congress wants to deal
in no way except fairly and justly with
the people of the District of Columbia.™

Senator Chilton said:

“Don't you think that the develop-
ments you speak of arise from the fact
that a nation of a hundred million peo-
ple wants to run its own capital, which
has only 353,000 In it?"

“I do not know, except that within
the last three or four years we have
seen in Congress a disposmition to sad-
dle us with a burden that would ruin
us.”

“How does

No Need to Fear, Is Claim.

“There = no need for you to fear
Congress,” Senator Chilton replied.

“And yet leaders on both sides of the
Capitol argued againet the half-and-
half plan and planted it on the as-
sumption that we could pay all the ex-
penses of this Capital city by an Iin-
creased tax.”

“I am not hostile to the District of
Columbia,” said Senator Works,

“l would rather make the mistake
of sayving the government should pay
too much for its capital than that it
should pay too little,” Senator Chilton
emarked.

Representative Gard asked: “Why
does the government of the District
of Columbia cost twice as much as
other cities?”

Iretails of the city government were
n;;'. dat hand, but Mr. Worthingten re-
plie

‘The fact remains, and you cannot
excape the cold facts, that we do raise
and pay into the United States Treas-
ury as much or more than any other
city of our size, and yet Congress adds
as much more. Either our expenses are
proper or Congress is extravagant. You
can’'t escape that”

Representative Rainey then amked a
ong question of several hundred words,
the purport of which was just why the
District government cost 80 much
more than the ordinary city.

“We want evidence by items,” =said
Mr. Ralney. “and so far vou have failed
to submit these iteme.” Mr. Worthing-
ton said the information would be
forthcoming.

Scores George Assessment.

At this point Mr. Worthington re-
linquighed arguing on the subject of
expenses. and turned suddenly to the
Gieorge assessment and taxation report
and began raking it fore and aft; at
which Herbert J. Browne, one of the
moving spirits of the report and prin-
cipal witness for the “prosecution” at
the time, grew exceedingly interested.
Mr. Browne sat only a few feet from
Mr. Worthing?n, and has already
tiled a brief with the committee.

The Joint citizens' reply to thes
George report and the exaggerated ea-
timate of $744,000,000 ams the value of
the real estafe here was the resuit of
the labors of a subcommittee in which
John Joy Edson and Thomas Bradley
dug into all the facts and statements
presented in the George report. Asex-
plained by Mr. Worthington:

“The information we present has
neen obtained from the evidence of ac-
tual s=ales.” He then went on to say
that the principal witness hefore the
George committee had been  AMr.
Browne.

Hearing Deemed Irregular.

“That hearing was not regular, and it
i= shown In the reports of the hear-
ings, for the committee ment for and
heard only those It wanted, and the
taxpayers of the District had no chance
to express their views or give their in-
formation.

"Jlr: Browne, who appears here, was
~ent by the committee to the title in-
“urance offices in order to get the real
‘rets concerniung real estate, and 20
per cent of the real estate business
passes through title insurance offices,

Mr BErowne had the opportunity to
review 90 per cent of the real estate
bysiness of the Distriet.

“Now, he appeared before the com-
sittes agaln after he had made his ex-
amination, and I may say in Beneral
that after Lie had stated that property
in the nourtheast, southeast and south-
west generally was assessed at full

alue, he said the properiy in the busi-
ness  district was vastly underassessed.

Few Underassessment Cases.

“He had the whole fleld of real es-
tate to exumine” continued Jdr. Worth-
ngton, “and vet he gives only a few
tustances of underassessment in the
wusiness disdrict”” Mr. Worthington
held up a printed hearing open at the
page to which he referred. It contalna

part of Mr. HBrowne's testimony and
ihere are about forty citations of real

estate assessments at two-thirds value

and figures representing sales. The
Browne testimony was to show, if pos-
sible, that szales in the business dis-

trict were away above assessors’ fig-
ures. Sald Mr. Worthington:

“It was on thisa report that many
eminent congressmen voted on mat-
ters relating to the half-and-half plan,
and we propose to show that much of
the information in it is unwarranted
and that it contains many errors.
“After Mr. Browne had gone into the
title insurance offices, Chairman George
asked him for typical Instances to
show that business property is under-
assessed and small homes overassess-
ed. Mark you, he was sent there to get
the facts, and out of the thousands of
sales on record he selects these par-
ticular cases and reports them.”

He referred to the approximately
forty instances in the Browne testi-
mony.

Browne Raises Objection.

Mr. Browne jumped to his feet:

“If the committee please, that testi-
mony was given under oath, and T
would suggest that if it is to be con-
troverted, i1t must be done by persons
under oath.”

T am merely stating what we expect
to prove,” replied Mr. Worthington.

“Is he to be allowed to go on in that
argumentative way?" pursued Mr.
Browne.

“I think those matters can be ar-
ranged when we get to them,” sug-
gested Chairman Chilton.

“I expect to produce witnesses to
back up what T am now stating,” Mr.
Worthington wvolunteered.

“Then let him go on as far as he
likes,” said Mr. Browne, as he took his
seat again.

Purports to Show Errors.

The document brought to the com-
mittee by Thomas Bradley, and being
a counter check on the Browne f[u-
stances of underassessment, is extreme-
Iy technical. but its entire purport is
to show that errors do exist in the
Browne figures. The statement claims
that in the case of one building, for

instance, the correct assessment fig-
ures as finally made were not given;
that in another case a reported sale
was not a sale, but a mere _trade: that
in mnother case the sale prices repre-
sented a forced purchase all out of
proportion to the market, and that in
one case assessment figures of $£59,000
should be $10,000 higher.

Report Based on “Selected Cases.”

Mr. Worthington declared that Her-
bert J. Browne had presented to the
George committee “a few selected cases
taken to show that property here is
underassessed.” Mr. Worthington said
that even in these few selected cases

it had been shown that a number of
mistakes had been made by Mr.
Browne.

A member of the committee asked
how many pieces of property are as-
sessed in the District. The District as-
sessor, W. P. Richards, who was in the
committee room, =a2id that in round
numbers there were 150,000,

Mr. Worthington was 2asked how
many cases were commented upon by
Mr. Browne in his report to the George
committee. -
“Thirty-four,” replied Mr. Worthing-

on.

“I do mot like to correct you,” inter-
jected Mr. Browne, “but there were a
great many more than that.”

Mr. Worthington sald that DMr.
Browne, either in his brief submitted
to the joint select committee or in his
testimony before the District commit-
tee of the House, had indicated that
suburban areas in the District were
grossly underassessed, in some cases
at only one-fifth of the real value. He
said that Mr. Browne had divided the
District into different areas, one show-
ing a distriet of small homes, another
a business section, a third the suppos-
edly best residence section and a fourth
suburban areas.

What Mr. Browne Contended:

“Mr. Browne undertook to show that
assessment of small homes was out of
all proportion to the real value as com-
pared to assessments in the other sec-
tions,” said Mr. Worthington.

Mr. Worthington called attention to
the fact that Mr. George. who made the
report to the House, was very much
concerned in having a single tax sys-
tem adopted here, the tax falling en-
tirely upon land. He said that pos-
sibly this fact had biased Mr. George in
his consideration of the facts,

Mr. Worthington began to describe to
the committee the results of 100 actual
carh sales of real estate in the Dis-
trict and how the prices pald compared
with the assessment. Senator Saula-
bury interrupted at this= point:

“Y don't see how all this comes under
the jurisdiction of this committee,” he
sgaid. *“I don’'t consider that we can
properly take up this line of investiga-

tion.’
Opportune Time for Inquiry.

Senator Chilton backed up Senator
Saul=bury in this attitude. Senator
Works and Representative Cooper, on
the other hand, took the attitude that
it was very important to have theze
matters of assesement and taxation
gone into at this time.

Mr. Worthington said that the argu-
ment had been made in the House that
if the property in the District of Co-
lumbia were properly assessed and a
reasonable rate of taxation established
there would be nc reason for the gov-
ernment to contribute a single dollar
for the support of the District. For
that reason, he =aid, the joint citizens"
committee deemed it of great import-
ance to present the actual facts in the
case.

Senator Works pointed out that that
argument probably would be made
again in Congress, and that the joint
select committee should come before
Congresse with information to e=ettle
the question.

Representative Cooper indicated that
he, too, thought this question should
be settled through an investigation of
the facts, and that he wanted all ques-
tions of facts cleared up by the ex-
amination of witnesses,

Expect to Disprove Statement.

“One of the chlef arguments made
against the District in Congress,™ said
Mr. Worthington, “has been that many
speculators have gobbled up much of
the area of the District and that as-
sesemernts on this land have not been
properly made. We expect to show
that there is absolutely no truth in
that atatement."

Senator Saulsbury insisted that the
joint smelect committee was not an ap-
pellate court to pass on all reports
made to Congress.

“If that were the case, the work of
this committes would be endless,” he said.

At the suggestion of Senator Chilton,
the committee then went into executive
session to determine what should be done
in the matter of continuing thls line of
Investigation. After s brief conference,
the committes adjourned for the lunch
Four without having settled this question
It merely decided to let the ng pro-
ceed a8 before for a time.

Resume After Recess.

After the recess Senator Chilton an-
nounced that the hearing would go on
as had been planned and Mr. Worth-
ington prepared to discuss the George
report.

Representative
him, saying:

“I have made an fnquiry and 1 have
ascertained that Scott Mayes, who ren-
dered the report on the 3.65 Londs, has
since thut time been appointed a reve-
nue collector in Kentucky.”

Mr. Worthington started his discus-
sion again and Mr. Browne said:

“l do not think that the recomis of
the assessor's office are valld. They
are, 1 am of the belief, compliled from
a hroker's office, possibly.”

Mr. Worthington said that much of
the information had been obtained
from the assessor's office, and Mr.
Browne remarked that the true consid-
eration in real estate deals could not
be obtalned In that way.

“Can vyou show that the thirty or
forty cases that you picked out for
the George hearing were based on true
consideration?"” asked Mr. Worthing-
Lomn.

“l will come to that when I
my remarks,” sald Mr. Browne.

Not Appearing for Hire,

In his opening sentence yesterday
afternoon Mr. Worthington stated that
in view of the fact that Willlam E.
Shannon had written to the committee

Cooper interrupted

make

'F

stating that the joint citizens' commit-
tee had solicited funds for the prepara-
tion of Its case he feit it his duty to
say that he and his associates were
not appearing for hire,

“I feel it my duty,” he said, “to pre-
sent to the committee all facts in the
case, whether or not they support the
half-and-half plan. I feel that I should
present everything to the select com-
mittee to aid in the deliberation of the
case. If 1 were representing a client I
would not be at liberty to do so, nor to
present confldences; and 1 would be
liable to disbarment were I to do s0.”

A phase of the relatlonship betwean
the United States and the District of
Columbia not touched wpon hitherto
was broached by M 'Worthington,
namely, the action of Congress in ac-
cepting the Mayes report on the mil-
lion-dollar back Interest claimed to be
due on the 3.656 bonds:

“The resolution which required the
District to pay back this money was
based on the work of two accountants
named Mayee, and there was no hear-
ing or publicity given to thelr work.
They reported that in 1876 and 1877 two
sumse of $500,000 each had been loaned
the District by the United States for
the purpose of paying interest on the
3.65 bonds. The report was made to the
House, which was indignant that we
had taken so much money and had not
repaid It."

Mr. Worthington said that the joint
select committee was authorized to ex-
amine into the funded debt of the Dis-
trict and that the 3.65 bonds repre-
sented that debt, and threw out the
suggestion that if the District was re-
sponsible for the interest on the bonds
then it was responsible for the whole
isgue.

Refers to Early Days.

In order to show just what the
bonds were he went into a history of
the District, showing the need for
great expenditures of money in order
to make a decent, livable clty in the
early days.

“Washington was a disgrace,” he
said. "I have lived here fifty years
and know whereof I speak. The streeats
were unpaved and a great feature of

the city was the clouds of dust
Transportation service was Pprepos-
terous; we had but one little line of

cara, and in winter those cars were
heated merely by a foot of straw
strewn on the car floors,

“It is offensive to speak of the sewer
system, for, In fact, we had none.
Those who condemn the board of pub-
lic works of that early day of recon-
struction should also remember that
the board did a great work. And there
should be no blame attached to the
citizens of the District for not doing
better, inasmuch as the reason was to
be found in the extraordinary man-
ner in which the city was laid out.

"The government saw it should take
hold, so the separate corporations of
Georgetown, Washington and the coun-
ty were wiped out and a territorial
government established. The board of
public works was Inaugurated, and it
went to work under the direction of
Gov, Ehepherd, sometimes called ‘Boss’
Shepherd. It atarted on a broad scale
and within a short time & petition was
circulated and presented to Congress
calling attention to the f that great
debts were being piled up%c!‘l have seen
it stated that a thousand citizens
signed this petition presented to Con-
gress. The House committee on the
District of Columbia investigated and
reported that all was well and that the
work should go ahead. The work of
improvement went on and the debts
piled up. Later a joint select commit-
tee of the two houses of Congress in-
vestigated and found extravagances, but
cautiously refrained from attaching
any criminal blame to any one; and the
result was an act of June 20, 1874,
under which these 2.65 bonds were au-
thorized."

Abolished Existing Government.

This act, Mr. Worthington pointed
out, not only authorized t.e issue of
these .66 bonds, but also abollished
the local government as it then existed
and created a joint select committee of
Congress, afterward known as the Mor-
rill committee, to report to Congress

at its next session the proportion of
the District’'s expenses which should be
borne by the federal government and
by the District.

He read from this aet language shew-
ing that the bonds should be free from
all taxation, and *the faith of the
United States (s hereby pledged that
by proportionate appropriations™ am
contemplated in the act, a sinking fund
should be created to pay off the bonds,
the funda should be provided for the
payment of the interest on the bonds.

Mr. Worthington read from the sun-
dry civil law of 1874, enacted three
day= later than the act creaung the
3.65 bonds, in which provision was
made for the District expenditures and
for the payment of interest and so
forth on the funded debt of the Dis-
trict to the extent of about §1,003,000.
The act apecifically provided also that
these appropriations were to be con-
gidered and adjusted between the fed-
eral government and the District ac-
cording to the proportion to be decided
by Cengress following the report of
the Morrill committee.

He quoted, too, from the same act,
showing that $32,000 had been appro-
priated to defray the expenses of the
board of health of ¢he District for the
fiscal vear 1875, and the District Com-
miasioners were directed to apply $32,-
000 of the District revenues raised by
taxation te the same purpose.

“Here was the half-and-half plan, al-
ready,” said Mr. Worthington. He then
showed how the federal government
had appropriated two-thirds of the
amount for the police hers and the
District was to pay the other third.

Government Intent to 8plit Expense.

From a message to Congress by
Presldent Grant, when It agsembled at
the next seseion following the creation
of the Morrill committee and the 3.65
per cent bonds, Mr, Worthington quoted
statements showing clearly that It was
the President's understanding that the
federal government was to pay its ap-
portionment of the 3.65 bonds and the
interest thereon.

“The first interest on these bonds,” he
said, “fell due February 1, 1875. It
amounted to §182,000. All the bonds had
not been Issued at that time. On that
very day Congress passed an act pro-
viding §182,600 out of the federal
Treasury to pay the Interest on these
bonds, and the language of that act
was to the effect that this sum was to
be adjusted later between the District
and the federal government accordlng
to the proportion agreed upon by Con-
F““' after the joint select committee
1ad reported.” =

Mr. Worthington sald that It might
well be argued by the citizens of the
District that the federal government
should have pald the entire principal
and interest on the 3.65 bonds because
the citlzens of the District had nothing
to do with the creation of the debts
the bonds were issued to pay, but those
debts had been contracted by the board
of gubllc works, which was respbngaible
to Congress alone. He sald that citizens
of the District had protested vigorously
agalnst the creation of these debts by
the board of public works.

“And now, forty years after these
bonds were issued and =ll this diacus-
sion had,” said Mr. Worthington, “Con-
gress (s told that you should pass an
act making the people of the District
turn over to the federal treasury
$1,003,257.24 pald as the federal gov-
ernment’s just proportion of the in-
terest on these 3.65 bonds.”

Representative Cooper interrupted to
say that he was confident that the lan-
guage of the law of 1874 was not galled
to the attention of the House when the
bill was before it compelling the Dis-
trict to pay back the $1,003,000 to the
federal treasury. This bill was passed
by the House, but the Senate refused
to pass (t.

“I do not think it was called to the
attention of the House at that time,”
sald Mr, Worthington, emphatically,
*“1 know that it was not mentioned in
the report of the subcommittee of the
House District committee urging that
the District be compelled to pay the
$1,008,000 into the federal treasury.”

Fails to Name Proportion.

Mr. Worthington went on to say that
the Morrill committee had made its re-
port to Congress, but had failed to say
what should be the proper proportion
of the District expenses which the fed-
eral government should bear. The com-
mittee reported, he said, that a proper

proportion was not capable of sxact de-
termination

“Instead, this committee reported a
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SHADED PORTIONS MARK TEUTON-BULGAR ADVANCES.

bill very similar in principle to that
oftered yesterday by Senator Works,”
sald Mr. Worthington, referring to the
Morrill committes report. “It provided
that the citizens of the District be
taxed, the taxes paid into the federal

treasury, and then the government
should pay all the expenses of the
District.”

After a discussion of that bill JMr,

Worthington read from the brief of
the joint citizens' committes in support
of the fact that, for the protection
from improper charges on both sides
of the partnership, a fixed rate of con-
tribution to the District’'s support is
better than a nameless plan of hap-
hazard eppropriation. He sald there are
recorded instances in the congreseional
debates where leglslators of both
houszes had indorsed this view. He
read from debates where it had been
sald that unless a fixed rate of con-
tribution was established, appropria-
tion committees would be induced to
make improper allowances.
Referring again to the matter of 3.65
bonds, Mr. Worthington sald that the
debates show clearly that the United
States government knew it was asaum-
ing the obllgation Incurred by that
debt, reading from the history of the
case and clting (nstances of appropria-
tion bills where amounts were speci-
fied for the payment of the interest.

Referred to in Senate Speeches.

That the bond matter was fully un-
derstood in that way in the early sev-
enties was apparent from the copious
extracts from Senate speeches read to

the jolnt select committee by Mr.
Worthington, who ~ quoted Senators
Eherman, Thurman, Allison, Bayard

and others, who spoke directly to the
point and who made at that time com-
plaints that the TUnited States was
bound to pay these bonds. Senator
Sargent of Caiifornia was one of those
quoted as having spoken of the matter
in a debate in January, 1876, and at
that time he made a reference to the
expenses of the District being pald on
the half-and-half plan ian a prophetic
manner:

“Where did he get the idea of a half-
and-half contribution two years before
the organic act was passed?” asked
Hepresentative Cooper.

Mr. Worthington sald the senator was
undoubtedly referring to the report of
& congressional committee which had
recommended such a divisien even at
that early date. He then went on to
say that In March, 1876, just after the
debates quoted, Congress passed a4 reso-
lution requiring the Commissioners of
the District to pay interest on the 3.65
bonds, which was one of the only two
bits of legislation mentioned In the re-
cent House repert demanding that the
District should pay back the money ad-
vanced by the United States earlier
than that date.

AMention was made also of the com-
mittee of Congress under the lead of
Representative Hunion of Virginia,
which recommended a 40 per cent con-
tribution from the United States for
District expenses,

“Mention had -been made,”
Worthington, “in the House last win-
ter c¢hat & local lobby was formed at
that time to keep that report back; that
the people here were dissatisfled and
wanted a larger proportion to be pald
by the United Btates. We cannot find
any authority for that statement.” He
went on to say that the suggestion for
a half-and-half contribution came from
members of Congress. '

Finally 8ettled in 1878.

The act of 1878, called the organic
act of the District, he said, finally set-
tled the question as to what proportion
the federal government should pay of
the expenses of the District and of the

funded debt.

“In the early 90's,” said Mr. Worth-
ington, “there was criticlsm in Congress
that the half-and-half plan provided
in the erganic act was unjust to the
federal government. The matter was
referred to the House District commit-
tee, of which Mr. Babcock was chalr-
man. That committee Investigated and
reported to the House that the half-
and-half plan was just and should be
retained.”

Mr. Worthington told the committee
that from that time until a few years
ago the gquestion had been at rest, but
that in the last few sessions of Con-
gress the di fon had b 80 ac-
rimonious the appolntment of the
present joint select committee had re-
sulted. to investigate and decide the
questions involved.

He told how a subcommittee of the
Houee District committee, headed by
Representative Johneon, had investi-
gated the matter of the payment of
the interest on the 3.63 bonds and had
reported to the House that the District
was indebted to the federal government
to the extent of §1,003,000 because of
payments made by the federal govern-
ment to meet interest charges on these
bends on the half-and-half plan., He
read from the report of the committee
giving the reasons of the committee for
its conclusions, and said that the com-
mittee had failed absolutely to mention
the acts of Congress to which he had
referred, showing that it was the in-
tention of Congrees from the creation
of this 3.65 bond {ssue that the govern-
ment should pay its proportionate share
gf ';ihe principal and interest of these

onds.

Exports of Breadstuffs Decrease.

Exports of breadstuffs for September,
1915, were less by some seven millions
of dollars than for September a year
ago, according to statistice made pub-
lic by the Department of Commerce

this morning. Exports, however, of
breadstuffs, cottonseed oil, meat and
dairy products, cattle, hogs and sheep
totaled $97,.613,072 for September, 1915,
whereas for September, 1514, they were
but §75,037,627.

British Treasury Bills Sell Lower.

LONDON, October 27.—A reduction in
the selling price of treasury bills over
the counter was announced today by
the Bank of England. Three-month
billa now yield 4% per cent; six-month
bills 4%, and nine and twelve month
bille 5 per cent, as compared with
previous rate of 4.

¢

said Mr. |

DENIES GREAT FLIGHT
OF BRITONS TO COLONIES

LONDON, October 27.—Reports pub-
lished recently in conscriptionist news-
papers concerning the flight of Britons
to escape compulsory service are not
borne out by official figures presented
to parliament today by Walter Runci-
man, president of the board of trade,
at the request of Capt. Amery Therein.
The number of males twelve yvears old
and up who left the British Isles in
the twelve months ended September

30 last was 36,594, compared with
101,663 in the previous twelve months.
Mr. Runciman's estimate of the num-
ber of men of military age—eighteen
to forty-five—who left the Lkingdom
was that it did not exceed 31.000, com-
pared with 86,000 in the previous year.

SPY IS PUT TO DEATH,
LONDON ANNOUNCES

LONDON, October 27.—Official an-
nouncement was made today that
another spy had heen put to death.
The announcement says the prisoner,
charged with espionage, was tried re-
cently by the general court-martial,

found guilty and sentenced to death.
This sentence was confirmed and was
carried out this morning.

LONDON AIR DEFENSES
ARE MADE STRONGER

LONDON, October 27.—The new de-
fenses of London against attackas by
Zeppelina are gradually assuming
shape, according to a statement made
this afternoon by Eir Percy Scott, who
is in charge of this work. In this
statement, read at an inguest held fn
the case of a Londoner who was killed
during a Zeppelin attack, Sir Percy
sald:

“The number of guns for defense
against aireraft has heen recently in-
creased, and further improvements as
to their position, number and character
are in immediate contemplation.”

Sir Percy asked the treasury solicitor
who read the statement to warn the
public to seek protection when Zeppelin
raids were made. becausze otherwise
there would be danger of being struck
by fragments of shells from anti-air-
cruft guns.

GERARD MEETS KAISER;
SILENT ON CONFERENCE

BERLIN, October 27.—Ambassador
(Gerard declined today to discuss for
publication his conference yestenlay
with Emperor Wililam. The conference,
which took place at Potsdam, lasted for
an hour.

THIRTY-FOUR BELGIANS
ARE SENTENCED TO DEATH

AMSTERDAM, via London, Qctober
27 —According to the Tyd, thirty-four
additional death sentences against per-
sons who were charged with espionage
and treason have been pronounced by
court-martial at Liege.

The newspaper adds that Pope Benedict,
the King of Spain and President Wilson

have been appealed to by telegraph to in-
tervene in behelf of the condemned per-
sons.

®

Acting upon representations of the Bel-
gian minister to the United States, Sec-
retary Lansing has instructed Ambas-
sador Gerard, at Berlin, to use his good
offices, If the circumstances warrant it,
In behalf of the thirty or more persons
sentenced to death by the German court-
martial at Liege on the charge of espion-
age and treason.

The ambassador's instructions give him
ample discretion in extending his influence
In Inhu]'t of the condemned persons. The
appeal In behalf of the condemned per-
s;)na was made directly to Secretary Lan-
sing.

None of the persons condemned by the
court-martial I8 known to the adminis-
tration here.

BRITISH FOREIGN OFFICE
ACCUSED OF INCAPACITY

LONDON, October 27.—Thomas Gib-
son Bowles, former member of parlla-
ment, in a letter to the Daily Express
today attacking the foreign office for
what he alleges Is incapacity and lack
of knowledge through the war, and es-
pecially in the Balkan situation, points
out what he describes as yet another
folly.

By abrogating article 37 of the decla-
ratlon of London, Mr. Bowles says, the
government in effect nullifies the
whole declaration, article 61 of which,
he declares, provides that the declara-
tion must be adopted with all its arti-
cles unchenged =sand unmodified, or
!otharwiae it cannot be adopted at all.

POPE ASKS CATHOLICS
: TO ASSIST THE POLES

ROME. via Paris, October 27.—The
Osservatore Romano, the Vatican or-
gan, announces that Pope Benedict,
gympathizing deeply with the heavy
misfortunes of Poland, has addressed
the Catholic bishops throughout the
world asking them to announce Sun-
day, November 21, as a day of prayer
and of offerings for the benefit of the
Poles. To all those helping relieve
Poland by word or deed the Pope prom-
ises a special benediction, the Osserva«
tore Romano sayws, =
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WOULD FACILITATE
OMMERCE OF U. .

American Overseas Corpora-
tion Completes Organization
and Discusses Policy.

WILL FOLLOW METHODS
OF HOLLAND MERCHANTS

Maintenance of American Trade
With Neutral Countries One Ob-
ject to Be Sought.

g

NEW YORK, October 27.—The Ameri-
can Overseas Corporation, formed to
facilitate American trade with neutral na-
tions, somewhat after the manner adopted
by the merchants of Holland in the
Netherlands Oversea Trust, met here to-
day to complete its organization and dis-
cuss details of its policy. The idex of
the corporation is to give assurances to
belligerents that its shipments are nom-
contraband and will not reach enemy
countries. Indications were that the meet-
ing would be a lengthy one, and that any
announcement of progress would not be
forthcoming until late today. It was con-
s.dered possible that today's discussion
might not crystallize upon any

T Program
and that it would be continued at a later
meeting.

Secretary Redfleld to Aid.

A Jetter from Secretary Redfield of
the Department of Commerce, express-
ing his interest in the project and co-
operation along certain lines, was
placed before the meeting.

Another matter which it was expect-
ed to discuss was the detalled methods
pursugd by the Netherlands Overses
Trust, which virtually controls the en-
tire foreign trade of the Netherlands,
incoming and export.

In the case of Holland the Oversea
organization’s methods are simple. Ev-
ery Importer or exporter must first ap-
ply te the trust, which inguires into
the =Zenuineness of the business and
demands a bank guarantee and proof
thut goods to be exported are not for
the account of any person or firm be-
longing to a natlon at war. In the
case of imports the Oversea. trust de-
mands bank guarantee and proof that
the goods are intended purely for con-
sumption within the country.

Breaches Quickly Revealed.

Should the trader not keep his word
the bank guarantee is confiscated. A
breach of trust {s quickly revealed by
examinations of the books of mem-
bers, which are made ‘requently. The
cost is one-eighth of 1 per cent of the
goods handled. No profit is made by

the trust, any surplus going to the na-
tional relief funds.

The object sought by the American
Overseas Corporation is threefold:
Maintenance of American commerce

with neutral countries; the prevention
of unnécessary detention of American
shipments to neutrals and the conse-
guent reduction in insurance on car-
goes, and ultimate re-establishment of
credits in the countries affectad,

Discussed With the President.

Administration plans for legislation
to protect American manufacturers
from foreign competitibn after the Eu-
ropean war were discnssed with Presi-
dent Wilson today by Secretary Red-
field and Chairman Davles of tlfe fed-
eral trade commission. They submitted
tentatlive proposals for legislation to
make underselling by foreigners “un-
fair competition,” punishable under the
anti-trust laws. o

Exhaustive investigations into the
question have been conducted both by
the federal trade commission and by
the foreign and domestic commerce
bureau. Efforta to bulld up an Ameri-
can dyestuff and chemical Industry to
compete with the German monopoly in
those lines have been hampered by fear
that German manufacturers wouid cut
prices here immediately after the war.
To prevent that, officials have decided
that some legislation to protect Ameri-
can manufacturers {s imperative,

Numerous suggestions of tariff legis-
lation, - with an added duty on goods

to be =old at less than the cost of
production, have been generally re-
jected. Administration officlals have

heen opposed to “anti-dumping” laws
which contemplate tariff changes
Secretary HRedfleld has made it clear
that he will urge legislation making
“dumping” unfair competition under
the anti-trust laws. He has formulated
tentative drafts of amendments to the
anti-trust laws which he believes
would cover the evll. These sugges-
tions, with others formulated by the
federal trade commissions, were ‘.Iard be-
fore the President today.

OREGON SENATOR FAVORS
INCREASED PREPAREDNESS

Chairman Chamberlain of Military
Affairs Committee Here to Con-
fer With President.

Senator Chamberlain of Oregon,
chairman of the Senate committee on
military affairs, reached Washington
today and wlill confer tomorrow with
President Wilson on the question of
increased preparedness for the United
States.

Senator Chamberlain today sald he
was one of the original advocates of
better preparedneas.

*“I believe that the opposition to such
preparedness will grow less and leas
as time goes on,” he sald.

He said it was essential the Panama
canal, the Philippine Islands and the
Hawaiian Islands should be fully gar-
risoned at all times. The islands, he
sald, were the first line of defense of
the Pacific coast. If the Panama canal
fell into hostile hands it would make
the United States navy just half as
effective as it ie with the canal operat-
ing under the United States.

MURDERER SEEKS NEW TRIAL

Hans Schmidt, Under Sentence of

Death, Files Appeal.
ALBANY, N. Y., October 27.—Briefs
urging and opposing a new trial for
Hans Schmidt, convicted for the slay-
ing of Anna Aumuller in New York in
1913, and now under sentence of death,
were filed with the court of appeals

today to support oral arguments from
attorneys representing Schmidt and the
gtate. Bchmidt was tried twice, the
first jury disagreeing. In both cases
his defense was insanity.

Portions of Miss Aumuller's body
were found in the waters adjacent to
New York early in September, 1513 In-
vestigation led to the arrest of
Schmidt, whe, at the time was perform-
ing the offices of a priest of a Roman
Catholic Church and with whom, the
teatcllmony showed, Miss Aumuller had
lived.

Legardere’s Speech Under Inquiry.
PARIS, October 27.—Alexandre Miller-
and, the French minister of war, has
begun an inquiry regarding the speech
Canon Legardere is reported to have
made to the &th Regi t of Drag
October 6. The canon s sald to have
declared: “France is tottering under the
welght of its errors and national faulis.
It has need of new inoculation in order to
make ftself worthy of overcoming cruel
punishment.* i W I G

!

LOGAL BAND OF HELPERS
OF THE RED CROSS MEET

Large Attendance and Enthusiasm
Marks First Session, Following
the Summer Recess.

Miss Boardman Extends Word of
Appreciation of Past Services.
Plan Work for Winter.

With a larger attendance than at any
previous gathering of the organization,
the Red Cross helpers of the District of
Columbia met today for the first time
following the summer recess, in the
parish hall of St. John's Episcopal
Church, 16th and ¥ streets northwest
Last winter this organization of help-
ers, who have banded to assist the
American Red Croes Soclety in its ef-
forts to alleviate the suffering in the
war-stricken countries of Europe, pro-
vided $6,000 worth of hospital garments,
and also collected considerable money
for use in relief work. This season the
helpers hope to excel this record.

Miss Mabel T. Boardman, chairman
of the national relief board of the
American Red Cross, extended a word
of appreciation as the helpers started
on their task. Miss Boardman told of
the activities of the Red Cross in the
war field of Europe during the summer
months, when the helpers discontinued
their weekly meetings by reason of the
fact that most of them wers out of the
city. She told of the ever-increasing
demands for assistance that are being
received from all sections of the war
zone.

Strict Neutrality Maintained.

Miss Boardman explained that in its
efforts to alleviate suffering the Amer-
ican Red Cross ever has maintained
strict neutrality. Gifts of clothing, sup-
plies and money, which it receives
without designation as to the use to
which they are to be put, are sent to
the points where the need is greatest.
Where contributors designate the coun-
try to which they want their gifts
Eent and the use to which they desire
them to be put, the Red Cross sees
that the wishes of such donors are
carried out in every detail.

Miss Boardman said that with the
approach of the winter season suffer-
ing in Europe would increase day by
day and that the task which confronts
the American Red Cross and other or-
ganizations doing like work would be-
come correspondingly greater. She
urged upon the helpers the necessity
of correcting an erronesous impression
that has gained some circulation in
this country that the Red Cross is not
sending any more supplies to Europe.

The purpose of today's meeting was
to organize the unliis into which the
band of helpers is divided and plan the
work to be undertaken during the com-
Ing winter.

Method of Local Work.

Each unit consists of ten members
and a chairman or head helper. Once
each week these chairmen report at the
headquarters of the heipers in the par-
ieh hall of 8t. John's Church and re-
ceive two bundles of cut-out hospital
garmenta, each of which contains the
necessary parts >f filve garments. To
each of the helpers in the unit one of
these unsewn garments ie given. Dur-
ing the ensulng weeks sewing is done
and the following Wednesday the com-
pleted garments are brought to the
headquarters by the head helpers, who
then obtain a fresh supply of work.

The garments are cut by professional
cutters, who are employed by the band
of helpers, in order that they will be
properly shaped and will conform to
numbered sizes.

The Red Cross helpers’ organization
was formed in September, 1814, Afrs.
Allen Boyd of 1405 3Zlst strest north-
west is its president, and AMrs. B, C.
Saxton of 1%22 Calvert street is treas-
urer. Mrs. A. G. MéClintoek of 1227
19th street is mecretary. Mrs. McClin-
tock wae enthusiastic today over the
large attendance at the initlal meeting
of the second sea=on of the band of
helpers.

WILLIAM BOWERS GUILTY
S THE VERDICT OF JURY

Washington Man Is Convicted of
Conspiracy to Assault T. Frank-
lin Schaeider.

PITTSBURGH, Pa.,, October =7.—A
jury in ecriminal court here today re-
turned a verdiet of gullty against
William Bowers of Washington., D. C.,
who was tried In connection with an
assault upon T. Franklin Schneider, a
wealthy candy manufacturer of that
city, in a hotel here last June.

Thomas G. Forney, Schneider’'s son-
in-law, testifled yesterday that he had
agreed to pay Bowers and two other
men $4,000 to “put Schneider out of
commission.” Forney, George Mc-
Henry and H. C. Carlisle already ha
pleaded guilty to their part in the con-
splracy agalnst Schneider.

Said Agreement Was in Writing.

Forney said the agreement was in
writing, and it passed into the hands
of McHenry, who, Forney said, refused
to return it to him when he gave up
the idea .of “putting Schneider out of
the way.” *“l1 was through with it. I
was tired of being blackmailed, I was
almost driven crazy,” said Forney.

The “death agreement” drawn up by
Forney April 1 was introduced as evi-
dence. It read: 1 agree to glve Bill and
George $4,000 to put the man out of the

way.”
Identifles “Bill” and “George.”

Forney while on the stand said the
‘Bill" wae Willlam Bowers and the
‘George’” was McHenry.

McHenry testified that he and Bowers
never intended to slay Mr. Schneider,

saying they only desired to get
Forney's “soft” money. Bowers did not
testify In his own behalf.

DRUG COMPANIES TO BE ONE.

United to Purchase Controlling In-
terest in Riker-Hegeman.

BOBTON, vJectober 27.—Directors of
the United Drug Company have voted
formally to purchase a controlling In-
terest in the Riker-Hegeman Drug
Company. The stockhelders are to be
salled soon in special session to vote
an the matter. The United Drug Com-
pany and the Riker-Hegeman Company
sperate stores throughout the country.

The purchase plan, If consummated,
will give the United Company a com-
sinegd retall and manufacturing busi-
ness estimated at upward of $20,600,000

annually.

The t?errns of purchase, it is under-
stood, are to be on the hasis of an ex-
change of stock, $100 common and $45
second preferred of the United Com-
pany being offered for 35100 of stock
3f the Riker-Hegeman concern. SBhare
for share is the proposed basis of ex-
change of the préferred stocks.

Stranger Stricken From Navy List,

The converted achooner vacht Strang-
er, purchased for the navy during the
war with Spain, was stricken from the
navy Tegister by orders issued yesterday
at the Navy Department. The veasel
was bulit in 18%0 and has

been in the
service of the Louisiana nava! militia,

NO FUEL TO FORCES
ENGAGED IN REVOLT

Railways Asked to Co-Operaté
With U. S. Officials in De-
laying Shipments.

RULE ENFORCED AGAINST
ENEMIES OF CARRANZA

Designed to Prevent Operation o
Gold and Silver Mines by
Villa Adherents. .

Representatives of United state
railroads today held a conference wi
Btate Department officials on the PO
sibility of cutting off sunplies of 1
to Villa and the other enemies of 1h
de facto government of Carran
which has been recognized The shy
ting off of fuel supplies is an cffort =
a proceeding supplementals to the e
bargo of arms and ammunition wii
has been laid against Villa,

After the conference the
telegram was sent to the
shipping goods into Mexico:

“The Department of State desires ry !
roads to co-operate as muech as poss
bl: with local authorities at I I'use
especially the collector of custon
there, in delaying as much as Possill
shipments of coke and eoal intende
for Mexican factions in revolt agains
the de facto government of Mexico
the state of Chihuahua.

To Prevent Mine Operations,

The plan is designed especially 1
hecad off the operation by Villa force
of the gold and sliver mines in i
huahua, for which fuel supplies wou!
have to be drawn from the Unite
States. For the operation of the mine
thf companies have ia the past ha
shipments of coke and coal from Okla
homa and other points.

The State Department has not hes
officlally advised of the confiscation o
the Chihuabua plant of the America
[-‘«.melling and Refining Company b
Villa forces, but the report that it ha
been was not surprising.

Representations recent]y were madl
to both Carranza and Villa on this sul
ject. Carranza informed that depari
ment he was extending his zone of pre
tection as raphily as possible and ths
he would do all within his power g
protect American property.

Further Action Probable.

If officially advised of the confise
tion of the Chihuahua plant, additions
representations, it was said, might U
made lo the recognized de facto gov
ernment. No officlal representatio
can be made to Villa, all relations wit
him having been severed. Howeve
there was said to be a possibility d
making unofficial represemtations or o
warning Villa to refraln. from confi
cating American-owned property.

Agks Proper Protection.

Senator Ashurst has asked the Sta
and War departments for proper prote
tion for the citizens of Douglas, Ariz. H
desires American troops to be sent the
to act as protectors in case of an en
Eagement between Carranza, and Vil
forces. A fight is expected to take plac|
at any time, as Carranza troops whic
have been allowed to pass through Tnite
Btates territory have now agaln passe
over the Mexican border. on-thelr way t
fight the Viila forcea,

Senator Ashurst said he had the prom
ise of the War Department 1o dispatch
sufficient number of troops to [ougial
to protect the city fram the fite eithe
Villa or Carraniza forces. He Informe
officlals that without protection it wa
feared that there was even a possihilit
that Villa troops might make an attems;
at looting.

SBecretary Garrison wired Gen. ¥un
ston to make any disposition of hi
troops he found necessary to proted
American interests along the border i
that point. -

Troops Move Through U. 8. Territor;

Information in the possession of th|
department leads officials to heliey
that between 4,000 und 5,000 Carran
troops are to be transported throug
Anierican territory, and that Villa he
with him appreximately 7,000 troopy
Villa has been reported as marchin
northward. %

Villa's supplies are =said to be dwin
dling. One official of the State Die
partment said today that he believe
Villa would he entirely eliminated fro:
Mexico within a month unless he shoul
devise some method of securing addi!
tional supplies before then,

PHYSICIAN CUREDOF ANTHRA

Only Permanent Ill Effect Is Sca

Left on Neck.

BENBOW CITY, 111, October 27.—Dj
J. €. Helper, who a mouth ago wa
stricken with anthrax, today was pro|
nounced cured by hils attending physi
cian. Dr, Helper's wife was largely in
strumental in bringing about his curg
‘Throughout the greater part of his tli
ness she applied at fifteen-minute in
tervals an antiséptic treatment to
wound on the physician’s neck whic|
had been caused by the disease. D
Helper believes he contracted the dis
ease from a mosquito bite. For a wee
both he and the physician in charge o
the case held faint hope of his recov
al.'!.sfi':le only permanent il] effect left b
the disease is a three-inch scar on Di
Helper's neck, Where the flesh had
been ealen away.

JAPAN'S RIFLES IN RUSSIA.

Prepare Munitions for Big Drive in
Early Spring.

NEW YORK, October 27.—More thag
3,000,000 Japanese-made rifles, witl
sufficient ammunition for an extende
campaign, have been recelved by Rus
sia In the last three months, accord
ing to Albert B. Thayer of Cincinnaty
who arrived here today on the steam
ship Frederik VIII from Copenhagen
In addition, about 500 trained Japanes
officers are engaged in instructing Rus
sian artillerymen in the use of ne
high-powered guns. Mr. Thayer als
said that all large factories in Ruesia
including several purchased fron
American interests, are engaged U
turning out munitions in preparatio:
for a big drive that is expected to be
gin in the early spring,

followin
railroad

Length of Man's Life Increased.
CHICAGO, October 27.—Within 1th
last twenty-flve Years the averag
length of man's life has been Increased
ten years, according to Dr. Victor C
Vaughn, dean of the medical college of
the University of Michigan, one of the
speakkers befere the Centril Stales
Conference on problems of social hy
glene, which has been holding sessions
ere.

CARD OF THANKS.

INES, tefully ackoowledze the very many
L m:« L) thy condolence, botl
at the Mloess an

by kindpess an Wers,

death of my beloved husband, CHARLES &
JONES, October 15, 1915, 1 ull of ou
friends to sccept this recogmit of thes
L ind mﬂeﬂ;i” Nsu!: as sj’:’mm ;n-
5 ters cou
e CHARLES S, JONER,




